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of Delphis' house ; as she does so she is to spit (for luck—
surrendering something of one's self, to placate the envy of
any jealous occult Powers) and to say "It is the bones of
Delphis that I crush ". The image represents the young
man, Delphis, himself, and the hem of his garment, being his
and having been in close contact with him, ought by all the
rules to give her power over him. The purpose of the bird
attached to the wheel is not so clear, but it also represents
Delphis who is to " turn and turn about my doors".
(Frazer tells how in order to bring back a runaway slave, an
Arab of North Africa will trace a circle on the ground and
tether a beetle to a nail stuck in in the middle of it. As the
beetle, crawling round, shortens its tether, so will the slave,
they believe, inevitably be impelled to come back.1 And if
the poor starving fugitive knows that his master is a skilled
magician, who can say that it will not be so ?)
And if she cannot bring him back, mutters the girl in
Theokritos, she knows such herbs as will make him knock
on the gates of Hades. The night is still and, as something
makes the dogs howl in the city outside her garden, she feels
the very presence of her goddess, Hekate, the infernal and
nocturnal phase of the personality of Artemis, passing
through the town.
In all this, Simaitha is using a technique that is absolutely
world wide. Images may be used to capture, or recapture,
the objects of one's passion, or (more frequently) to destroy
an enemy. Frazer 2 quotes instances from North, Central,
and South American Indians; from various parts of
Australia ; from China and Japan (both among the Japanese
and the Ainu) and among the Mongols of Central Asia;
from Sumatra, Malaya, Burma, and Ceylon ; from India,
both among Moslems and Hindus and primitive tribes;
from Africa, among the Ovambo of the south-west, the
Matabele, the Baganda, and the Moslems of the north ; and
from the British Isles, where a case was reported in Scotland
1 Frazer, "The Magic Art" (G.B., vol. i), p. 152.
8 Ib., pp. 52-70, except for the cases of the Mongols, Baganda, and
Korkus (a central Indian jungle tribe), for which see The Scapegoat, pp. 7-8.

